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2016 BUDGET SPEECH  

PROVINCE OF KWAZULU-NATAL 

BUDGET ADDRESS BY THE MEC FOR ARTS, CULTURE, SPORT AND 

RECREATION, MRS N.N. SIBHIDLA-SAPHETHA, MPL, ON THE TABLING OF THE 

SPORT AND RECREATION BUDGET IN THE PROVINCIAL LEGISLATURE 

21 APRIL 2016 

 

Madam Speaker 

Honourable Premier and colleagues in the Executive 

Deputy Speaker 

Honourable Members 

Distinguished Guests, Business Leaders, 

Members of the Sporting Fraternity, Media, 

Ladies and Gentlemen 

Introduction  

Thank you for the opportunity to present the budget for the KwaZulu-Natal 

Department of Sport and Recreation before this esteemed house today.  

This budget presentation takes place during a very challenging period in our 

country - economically, socially and politically.  

In these times of global economic pressure and increased local demands for 

basic services it is often understandable that the major focus is placed on issues 

of economy, job creation and poverty eradication. However it is also important 

to note that it is during this challenging period that tensions are more likely to 

emerge amongst communities.  
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The recent incidents of racism have once again brought to the fore the agenda 

of national reconciliation, nation building and social cohesion.  

Honourable Members,  

Sport and Recreation remains a central ingredient in driving the agenda of 

national unity. This is achieved through the creation of opportunities for social 

interaction, participation, talent identification, skills development and the 

provision of sport infrastructure. We have seen in the past how events such as 

the 1995 Rugby World Cup, 1996 African Cup of Nations and the 2010 Fifa World 

Cup have successfully contributed in building a sense of unity amongst South 

Africans. Sport is the tried and tested tool that restores a sense of balance, hope 

and unity in our communities.  

Honourable Speaker,  

I wish to relate an inspiring story that clearly demonstrates how sport impacts 

on the life of an individual. This is the story of KwaZulu-Natal’s Triathlon star, 

Mhlengi Gwala, from Chesterville.  

Mhlengi Gwala is a current beneficiary of the Department’s Elite Athlete 

Development Programme - EADP. A former substance abuser, Gwala chose 

sport to take him out of his bad habit and to change his life for the better. Just 

three years ago he became a self-taught swimmer and subsequently qualified as 

a lifeguard. His new found passion for water sport drove him towards becoming 

a triathlon athlete. By 2014 he was able to compete in the KZN Triathlon 

Championships and went on to finish 8th in the SA Championships. In 2015 he 

was selected to represent South Africa in the World Championships in Chicago. 

Today Mhlengi motivates and inspires youth in the townships who seek to 

emulate him as a role model. 

The story of paddler Banetse Nkhoesa is also another to draw inspiration from. 

After a life-threatening stabbing incident in December 2015, Banetse, driven by 

his passion to win, miraculously recovered within two months in order to 

participate in this year’s Dusi Canoe Marathon, where he earned third place on 

the winners’ podium with his partner Sbonelo Khwela. Both athletes are 

recipients of the Department’s EADP Programme. 
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Honourable Members,  

Please join me in congratulating the two athletes – Mhlengi and Banetse - who 

are here with us this morning. We need more role models like you to inspire 

hope amongst our youth. 

Sporting Achievements 

On that note I wish to take this opportunity to congratulate our South African 

swimmers who achieved qualifying times for the 2016 Rio Olympic and 

Paralympic Games at the very successful South African National Aquatic 

Championships held at Kings Park Aquatics Centre in Durban last week. In total, 

10 swimmers achieved 13 Olympic qualifying times. In the multi-disability 

category 10 swimmers – 5 males and 5 females – clocked 17 Paralympic 

qualifying times. 

From the Rio 2016 qualifying list I want to make a special mention of our 

KwaZulu-Natal star performers: 

 Chad le Clos  

 Matthew Meyer  

 Sebastian Rousseau  

 Myles Brown  

 Brad Tandy 

 Calvin Justice  

 Paralympian swimmers, Kevin Paul and Beth Nothling  

Our best wishes go with them in the final selection for the Team South Africa 

2016 Rio de Janeiro Olympic and Paralympic Games.  
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In addition to the above, some of our great 2015 sporting achievers are: 

 Precious Mthembu and Bongiwe Msomi, KZN-born stars who performed 

outstandingly in the Proteas Netball Team. Msomi, who is the Vice-

Captain of the Proteas team won the title of Sports Women of the Year at 

the KZN Sport Awards 2015.  

 Andy Birkett, a KZN EADP recipient and his partner Lance Kime won the 

men's race in the 2016 Dusi Canoe Marathon. KZN paddlers Banetsi 

Nkhoesa and Sbonelo Khwela finished a close third in the race.  

 KZN’s canoeing world champion, Hank McGregor, who came second in 

the Dusi, won his sixth title at the World Marathon Championships, 

adding a third successive K1 title to a silver medal in Hungary in 2015. 

McGregor is the reigning 2015 KZN Sportsman of the Year. 

We are proud of these sport stars and we are optimistic that they will continue 

to raise the KZN banner both locally and internationally.  

Tributes 

Madam Speaker,  

We also wish to pay tribute to the sport heroes and heroines that KZN gave to 

the world, who passed-on in 2015 leaving a legacy in the world of sport.  They 

include: 

 Sport Administrator, Mvuzo Mbebe, was a trained pharmacist who 

dedicated most of his career to sports administration, where he made an 

indelible contribution both in South Africa and internationally.  He held 

several senior positions:  

 Secretary General and Treasurer of the Supreme Council for Sport in 

Africa Zone 6 

 CEO for Orange AFCON 2013 and CHAN 2014 Local Organising 

Committees where his expertise ensured that the tournaments were 

delivered well within budget and were the best that CAF staged since 

its inception 

 CEO for the National Sports Council 
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 Member of the 1999 All Africa Games Local Organising Committee and 

 Secretary General for Athletics South Africa 

He also served as SABC Group Executive member. 

 Maritzburg United midfielder, Mondli Cele, passed away at the young age 

of 27 in a tragic car accident after scoring the opening goal in a match 

against Orlando Pirates on 16 January 2016. He had captured the 

attention of Bafana Bafana coach Shakes Mashaba and had formed part 

of the training squad. 

 

 SABC Sports journalist Delisile Ngwenya sadly passed away in the same 

car accident. Her untimely death is a huge loss to the sport journalism 

field which is largely dominated by males.  

 

 Soccer legend Alfred “Bomber” Chamane who played for Maritzburg City, 

Kaizer Chiefs and African Wanderers. 

 

 Ms Nonkululeko Xaba who passed away tragically in an unfortunate 

drowning incident after our Provincial Indigenous Games last year. Her 

untimely death has inspired more youth in Indaka to make sport an 

activity of choice. 

Their contribution in making sport an instrument to create unity and common 

identity as enshrined in the constitution will continue to be an inspiration.  

Madam Speaker,  

This year is the 20th anniversary of the signing of the final draft of the 

Constitution into law that took place in Sharpeville on 10 December 1996. The 

Constitution laid the foundation for our democracy. Provisions of the 

Constitution of the Republic are based on the Freedom Charter which states that 

South Africa belongs to all who live in it, black and white. 

The preamble of the Constitution states, among other things, that: “We the 

people of South Africa…..Believe that South Africa belongs to all who live in it, 

united in our diversity.” 
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The ANC-led Government values the role that sport plays in preserving the 

sanctity of the Constitution that guarantees every citizen the right to an identity 

and integral living. This is aptly captured in the famous quote by the late Former 

President Nelson Mandela at the Inaugural Laureus Lifetime Achievement 

Award, Monaco 2000 which we have heard many times but which continues to 

inspire: 

“Sport has the power to change the world.  It has the power to inspire, it has the 

power to unite people in a way that little else does. It speaks to youth in a 

language they understand. Sport can create hope, where once there was only 

despair. It is more powerful than governments in breaking down racial barriers. 

It laughs in the face of all types of discrimination. 

The heroes standing with me are examples of this power. They are valiant not 

only in the playing field, but also in the community, both local and international. 

They are champions and they deserve the world’s recognition.” 

Transformation 

Honourable Members,  

As we celebrate our Constitution and the strides we have made since 1994 to 

create a better life for all, intensive work still needs to be done to address the 

imbalances of the past on the sports arena. We still need to put more effort to 

ensure that our sporting codes reflect the country’s demographics. In this 

regard, sport federations remain critical vehicles in fast-tracking transformation 

in sport.  

Guided by the National Transformation Charter for Sport, all sport federations 

that receive funding from the Provincial budget will be closely monitored on the 

implementation of change in demographic, gender and disability profiles on and 

off the field of play. Federations will deliver on this by ensuring equitable access 

to participation, resource availability and skills development. 

In an effort to fast track the pace of transformation in the Province, the 

Department is currently conducting a transformation audit of 12 sport 

federations. Amongst the federations that will be audited are Rugby, Cricket, 

Canoeing, Aquatics and Athletics.  
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The results and recommendations from this audit will be utilized to determine 

funding allocations to federations to improve access and opportunities for 

talented youth in our Province to participate in sport. Transformation targets set 

will be aligned to national imperatives as set out in the National Development 

Plan (NDP) which calls for national teams to be more representative of the 

demographics of the country.  

 

Madam Speaker,  

As promised last year, we hosted the KZN Football Indaba with all stakeholders 

in the Province. In response to the key resolutions of this Indaba, the 

Department’s Club Development Programme, with a budget of R 28.1million, 

will serve as a catalyst for the development of football and other codes of sport. 

We will invest in the development of football through facilitating Under 15 

Leagues for both girls and boys in the 70 SAFA Local Football Associations 

throughout the Province. 

As part of the Club Development Programme, the Department will also invest in 

the facilitation of local volleyball (U16) and netball (U19) leagues.  

We will invest in the transformation of aquatics by adopting 12 disadvantaged 

clubs in townships and providing them with coaches, equipment and logistical 

support.  

In addition, 33 local boxing clubs (3 per District) will be supported with 

equipment, attire, capacity building and the hosting of a local boxing 

tournament in each District, as part of our Provincial Boxing Strategy.  

In total, 1800 clubs in disadvantaged communities will benefit from ongoing 

development leagues and high performance programmes.  

Last year we commissioned a pilot study to support the development and 

management of a national club system. The audit was completed in three codes 

of sport in the eThekwini precinct – football, athletics and netball.  

This year we will implement the pilot programme across the Province to test the 

delivery of a uniform and objective grading system along with a set of common 

and generally accepted minimum standards for operational performance within 

the clubs. This programme will carry a budget of R6 million.   

 



KZNDSR – BUDGET SPEECH FRAMEWORK 2016 8 

 

In an effort to make cricket accessible to all, for the last three years the 

Department has delivered the “Township/Rural Cricket Development 

Programme” in partnership with KZN Cricket Union. This intervention is 

designed to take cricket to townships and deep rural areas and ensure that 

talented players are provided with opportunities to excel at the highest levels. 

Of the 336 cricketers selected to participate in the 2015 KZN Township 

Development Cricket Week at Hilton College, a talented development squad of 

72 players was selected for further training. This programme also delivers 

accredited coaches and infrastructure to support the development of cricket. 

In 2016/17 we will invest a further R3 million into this programme to support 

clubs from townships and rural areas. In partnership with KZN Cricket, athletes 

from the talent pool will be placed on an elite athlete development pathway. 

This is a crucial step towards being considered to play for the Dolphins’ Academy 

and also enable access to a professional cricketing career.  

The Rugby Development programme (known as Hotspot) is a community based 

project in areas identified by the Department and KZN Rugby Union. 

The key objectives of the programme are to increase awareness, capacitate 

communities, raise activity levels, establish rugby structures locally, create a 

pathway for skills and talent development and offer job opportunities. 

The success of this programme is evident in the establishment of 52 local 

structures and 11 district committees. The programme has reached 726 schools 

and over 28 000 learners. Over 320 educators and volunteers were trained as 

coaches and technical officials. Six district development officers and over 230 

coaches have been employed.  

Through our Talent identification programme, we currently have 74 players that 

have been offered bursaries by established rugby playing schools.  

Twenty three of these players represented the Province last year at the various 

national rugby weeks. 

Thobekani Buthelezi (Uthungulu) played for the UKZN IMPI in the Varsity Shield 

and was voted the Best Backline Player of the Tournament.  He is a direct 

product of this programme. 



KZNDSR – BUDGET SPEECH FRAMEWORK 2016 9 

 

Over 250 players that have come through the Hotspot programmes are now 

playing senior rugby in both development and established clubs.  This is a 

significant contribution to the transformation of rugby at club level.  

This programme has been singled out by South African Rugby Union as the best 

grassroots development programme in the country. 

Honourable Members, 

Last year I reported on the progress with the Kings Park Sport Development 

Centre. The key objective of this project is to create a world class International 

High Performance Centre with the primary focus on developing a Football 

Academy. Seven other codes of sport will also be catered for to produce talented 

players in the Under 13-19 age group.  

We have completed the transfer of the first tranche of R10 million to the 

eThekwini Municipality as per the Memorandum of Agreement as a contribution 

towards the development of the plan as well as the implementation of the 

Academy programme. EThekwini Municipality is currently dealing with the 

matter of the existing tenants which has delayed the implementation of the 

programme. 

As part of this programme, the third edition of the Durban Under19 

International Tournament will be staged this year. This international event has 

featured some of the world’s leading clubs including Arsenal, AC Milan, PSV 

Eindhoven, Galatasaray, AS Roma and Boca Juniors. The tournament also 

features the SA Under19 National Team.  

A key output of the Durban Under19 International Tournament is the selection 

of a KZN Academy XI team which is the result of a talent scouting process 

conducted in all districts of KwaZulu-Natal as part of the Football Development 

Academy.  

Water Sport Programme 

KwaZulu-Natal is a coastal province and as such we have prioritised water sport 

as a key strategy for job creation, competition and recreational purposes. This is 

also in keeping with national government imperatives of using the maritime 

industry to boost the economy. Over the last three years the Department 
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invested R26 million in programmes promoting water sport through 10 Water 

Sport Federations and Entities.  

As the Department, our key focus is to provide opportunities to encourage our 

people to participate in water sport. The basic requirement to participate in 

water sport is water safety skills.  

It remains a concern that the Province has the highest rate of drowning incidents 

in the country with 40% of all drownings taking place in KZN beaches, public 

pools, rivers, dams and private pools. The Department is currently finalising its 

strategy on water sport in partnership with KZN Aquatics, SA Lifesaving, Sharks 

Board, KZN Canoeing, KZN Sailing and other key stakeholders.  

Madam Speaker,  

The Department has allocated a budget of R8million for water sport 

programmes in this financial year. 

Last year I committed on the delivery of the Swimanathi Programme in 

partnership with KZN Aquatics and Ushaka Marine World. Child drowning is a 

growing concern across the country and the Department has implemented this 

unique initiative to address this challenge. At this point we would like to pay 

respect to the late Wayne Scott, the architect of the Swimanathi Programme, 

who sadly passed-on in 2015 due to illness. We offer our sincere gratitude for 

the legacy that the late Mr Scott has left the children of KZN.  

The Swimanathi Programme, which commenced in 2015/16 with 285 learners 

identified from five schools in high risk areas, has been a major success with all 

the learners becoming water efficient in a five-week period.  

The Department will extend the Swimanathi Programme by installing portable 

pools in the participating schools to give all learners in the school access to 

participate in the water sport programme.  

As I have mentioned earlier, the Club Development Programme will facilitate the 

formation of clubs with qualified instructors to sustain the delivery of the 
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swimming programmes in these schools. The Swimanathi programme adds 

impetus to the decentralization of the water sport programme to rural 

communities. 

This year we will complete our water sport strategy that will enable the effective 

use of our minimal resources to increase participation in the following water 

sport: canoeing, sailing, aquatics, lifesaving and surfing. Transformation in the 

delivery of each of these programmes by federations must yield champions 

across all race groups, gender and people with disabilities.  

Sail Africa, a non-profit organization, teamed up with KZN Sailing to deliver 

capacity development programmes in Maritime Theory Leadership, Dinghy and 

Keelboat Sailing, Assistant Instructor Courses and Day Skipper Training Courses 

to over 100 learners from previously disadvantaged communities. The purpose 

of these programmes is to train learners to become sailors.  

In the 2015 Provincial Sailing Tournament, Sail Africa instructor, Ntuthuko 

Makhathini and his enthusiastic crew of graduates sailed on board the Ithemba. 

With Thabiso Danca on the helm the team was steered to victory in Racing 

Division 2. 

Three Sail Africa graduates Siyanda Vato, Nhlanhla Phakathi and Refeloa Zililo (a 

qualified Sail Africa instructor) have also shown the success of this programme 

by achieving a credible 8th position on the J22 division of the KZN Regatta. 

Zwelibanzi High School, Sithengile Secondary School and JG Zuma High School 

are the latest additions to the sailing development programme funded by the 

Department. 

 

Healthy Lifestyles 

Madam Speaker,  

South Africa is confronted with the serious problem of obesity. A study 

conducted last year by the University of North West School of Biokinetics, 

Recreation and Sport Science, revealed that nearly two thirds of the South 

African population is overweight. The study further revealed that 70% of women 
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are overweight. It also highlighted the fact that South African children have the 

third highest obesity rate in the world. 

In my Budget Speech in this House last year, I emphasized the need to curb the 

decline in our health status.  I encouraged people to lead active lifestyles and 

make healthy choices when deciding on meals. Moreover, I committed the 

Department to direct adequate resources towards the provision of sport and 

recreation services to improve the health and well-being of the people of 

KwaZulu-Natal.  

The objective of the Department’s healthy lifestyle programme is to work with 

communities to create conditions that support the attainment of good health.  

The Department is investing R41.3 million in our two core programmes that 

promote Active & Healthy Lifestyles. Our aim is to increase participation in 

structured Community Recreation and Organised Recreation programmes. 

In addition, over the last four years the Department has installed 44 outdoor 

gyms in local municipalities. In 2016/17 the Department will install a further 11 

outdoor gyms in Districts.  

The outdoor gyms will now serve as Health and Fitness Centres. Fitness 

instructors that have already been trained by the Department will service each 

of the Health & Fitness Centres with daily programmes of aerobics, jogging, 

walking, nutritional tips as well as assistance on the use of the gym equipment.  

Since 2006, the Department has established 117 Community Activity Hubs to 

initiate sport and recreation programmes in areas where there was no access to 

participation. Support from the Department was in the form of equipment, 

attire, training, provision of sports coordinators and organized activities. With 

the growing interest in specific codes, communities are encouraged to form 

clubs.  

The Department has engaged the key Federations in a strategic discussion to 

create an overall Geographical Information Systems map of the location of the 

sports clubs in communities. This exercise will then reveal where new hubs 

should be established. 

This year, 55 Activity Hubs will be relocated to the Health and Fitness Centres to 

ensure that a vibrant and high intensity programme is offered on a daily basis. 
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Madam Speaker,  

KwaZulu-Natal has become a preferred destination for major sport events, the 

key attraction being the Comrades Marathon. To ensure that our developing 

athletes become part of the ultimate human race, the Department together 

with KZN Athletics has since 2006 hosted the DSR Youth Run which is held on 

the eve of the Comrades Marathon, targeting largely, learners in schools.  

The Youth Run is an essential part of the Department’s strategy to promote an 

active & healthy lifestyle amongst the youth and is therefore delivered at ward 

and district levels and culminates in the provincial event. In 2015, over 9300 

athletes participated and the number is expected to increase this year. 

Honourable Members, 

As part of the Healthy Lifestyle Strategy, the Department, together with all 

Provincial Government departments will continue the campaign to address the 

rising risk of obesity and communicable diseases through participation in mass-

based events and regular physical exercise. 

The Department supports the Provincial Work and Play Programme for public 

servants across the province. The programme addresses health risks through 

sustained wellness programmes, culminating in an annual Provincial Work and 

Play Games with 5000 public servants participating. 

The Provincial Policy Framework on Promoting Physical Exercise, Sport and 

Recreation as well as Relaxation activities among Employees was approved by 

the Executive Council. This year we have committed R1.2m for the Work and 

Play programme.  

The Department has developed innovative programmes through Active Aging 

programmes for the benefit of those who are over 60 years old as well as Learn 

and Play initiatives targeting children in Early Childhood Development.  

Madam Speaker, 

In partnership with the Department of Social Development, we will continue to 

promote organised activities for senior citizens who are vulnerable to age-

related medical conditions. In 2015, a total of 382 luncheon and seniors clubs 
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were supported within all 11 districts with the provision of sport equipment and 

the training of activity facilitators.   

A budget of R3 million is allocated to deliver the Golden Games programme this 

year with all luncheon clubs across the Province expected to benefit from our 

investment. The Department will prioritise support of senior citizens 

programmes within local communities, districts and province to increase the 

number of participants in sustainable programmes.  

Madam Speaker,  

It is a global pronouncement by both education and health practitioners that 

children and youth should participate in at least 60 minutes moderate- to 

vigorous-intensity physical activity every day. 

By the age of five years a child should be able to run well, ride a bicycle, skip, 

throw and catch a ball, hop, display good balance and smooth muscle action. 

In 2015 our contribution to the Early Childhood Development Programme was 

through the provision of equipment and training programmes to over 190 ECD 

Centres in all 11 districts.   

This year, 33 children’s-play-gyms will be installed in community crèches and 

Health Fitness Centres. 150 ECDs will be supported through the provision of 

Learn and Play equipment. The Department will also focus on building stronger 

partnerships with sector departments to improve access to Early Childhood 

Development programmes. 

 

 

 

School Sport 

Honourable Members, 

The NDP recognizes that sport and physical education are an integral part of a 

child’s development. It also recommends that this should be expanded so that 

all schools develop and maintain infrastructure for at least two sport codes. 
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School sport has been designed to facilitate and coordinate the contributions of 

all role players, especially school sport structures and sport federations. This is 

to enable the participation of learners of all age groups and different abilities.  

The MOU between the Department and the Department of Education makes 

clear the roles and responsibilities of each Department in the delivery of school 

sport. DSR is responsible for the delivery of district, provincial and national 

talent identification programmes and capacity building of educators and 

volunteers. The following are the priority codes that have been determined 

nationally for school sport: athletics, football, netball, volleyball, rugby, 

swimming, gymnastics, table tennis, tennis, hockey, chess, basketball, cricket, 

goal ball, softball, jukskei, khadi, khokho and morabaraba.  

In order to drive the development and transformation of school sport we have 

increased our budget to R42.8 million in the current financial year. Over the 

current MTEF the Department has budgeted R136 million for the roll-out of the 

school sport programme.  

The School Sport Programme is funded largely through the Mass Participation 

and Sport Development Programme conditional grant. The primary focus is to 

increase learner participation with special emphasis on previously 

disadvantaged urban and rural schools.  A total of 400 schools will be provided 

with basic sport equipment and attire to enable them to participate in the 

programme. Over the last three years 1500 schools received equipment and 

attire from the Department.  

The Department has also contributed to the sport infrastructure development 

in 63 schools in the last three years. Schools benefited through the construction 

of combination courts that allows for netball, volleyball and basketball to be 

played.  

Madam Speaker, 

As part of the School Sport Talent Identification Programme, this year Provincial 

teams in eight codes of sport will be selected to participate in the National 

Winter Games which will be hosted by KZN at the University of KwaZulu-Natal 

from 11-14 July 2016.  
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Over 5000 learners from all-over the country will descend on the Province to 

compete in the tournament. The goal of the talent optimization programme is 

to nurture the emerging talent from schools through a formalised high 

performance system that will bring podium finishers. We call upon parents and 

all stakeholders to support our children in participating in this programme.  

The 2016 Schools Summer Games will be held in Gauteng and KZN will select 

teams from all participating schools to participate in an additional eight codes 

including, amongst others, cricket, basketball, gymnastics and chess.  

Between January – March 2017 primary and secondary school championships in 

athletics and swimming will be held. All programmes will be implemented from 

ward/cluster levels to District, Provincial and National levels and with a target of 

13 500 talented learners.  

Through the Department funded capacity building programme, sport 

federations will identify and train talent scouts who will be responsible for talent 

identification in schools.  

From 2013 to 2015, thirteen talented learners who were identified at the 

national Top Schools Championships received Sport Bursaries from Sport and 

Recreation South Africa to the value of R100 000 each per school year. The 

bursaries continue until the completion of matric. They have been placed in 

schools where their talent is nurtured, developed and monitored to produce 

high performance athletes.  

We congratulate the following learners on this achievement:  

Williamson Casidy (athletics), Keyana Padayachee (chess), Mnotho Thobela 

(volleyball), Angelo Lorenzo Walstroom (hockey), Alwande Skhosana 

(wheelchair tennis), Bonga Luca Mbhele (wheelchair tennis), Lorraine Mbali 

Madi (netball), Manello Zamokuhle Kunene (netball), Minenhle Cebekhulu 

(football), Zama Mthalane (hockey), Siyabonga Ndumo (wheelchair tennis), 

Thembeka Thwala (volleyball) and Zanele Hadebe (table tennis). 

Madam Speaker,  

Last year I hosted a meeting with soccer legends in the Province and gained their 

commitment to share their expertise in delivering coaching programmes to our 

children. We have already begun with the training of soccer legends as coaches 

and will extend the programme to other codes of sport. These sport legends will 
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be used to implement programmes in selected schools after the normal 

academic programme has run its course for the day. Such a programme has 

already commenced in Ilembe with 10 schools involved in the coaching and 

activity sessions. Identified talent will be developed through the Sport Focus 

Schools, Academy System, High Performance Institutes and other recognized 

institutions.  

Talent Optimization 

Madam Speaker,  

The key to make KZN a winning province is to support athletes and coaches at 

all levels of participation. The Department is supporting talent Identification and 

Optimization through the implementation of a structured and scientific system 

of development. 

The Department, with the support of federations, has identified talented 

athletes and skilled coaches who are now being offered access to scientific, 

medical, nutritional and capacity building support.  

As part of our high performance strategy the Department is implementing the 

Long-Term-Participant-Development (LTPD) Programme, which is a sport 

development framework that is based on human growth and development.  

The Department is also leading, in the country, on the successful 

implementation of the National Coaching Framework which prescribes the 

Long-Term Coach Development programme. As part of this framework KwaZulu-

Natal was the first province to implement the Recognition of Prior Learning 

programme, with a total of 63 KZN coaches graduating in February this year. 

 

 

 

Honourable Members, 

The KZN Provincial Government Cabinet Lekgotla of 20/21 February 2014 

directed that “talented athletes are identified and developed through the 

implementation of a structured system of talent support and promotion of high 

performance”.  
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The Department is delivering on this resolution through the implementation of 

the Elite Athlete Development Programme in partnership with sport federations 

and high performance institutes. This year the Department will invest R5m into 

this programme targeting 80 identified athletes.  

During the last year the EADP produced 17 international medals, 31 SA 

Championship medals, over 40 national race medals and over 80 provincial 

championship medals across 18 codes of sport.  

Madame Speaker,  

The Department is a key partner in the SALGA-KZNDSR Games. The vision of 

these Games is to harness sports potential in all KwaZulu-Natal Municipalities. 

The Games also serve as a crucial point of entry for the youth into various 

provincial, national and international competitions. The Department invests in 

the Games through the provision of technical support in partnership with 

federations as well as in the selection and preparation of district teams.  

This year the Department will invest R6 million in the Games at both District and 

Provincial levels. 

Madam Speaker, 

As part of the talent optimization programme, the Department is implementing 

the National Academy Framework, in line with the model of the National 

Training Centre, to enhance the performance of athletes and coaches.  

In the current financial year, we will launch four district academies to offer 

medical and scientific services as well as access to latest sports technology and 

equipment to both talented athletes and coaches at local levels.  The academies 

will be located in eThekwini, Umgungundlovu, UThungulu and Amajuba districts. 

A further two academies for Ugu and Harry Gwala districts have been earmarked 

for the next phase.  

 

Sport Focus Schools 

Talented school going athletes identified through the federation programmes, 

school sport, club development and other programmes will be screened and 

offered scholarships for placement into the Sport Focus Schools.  
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In Phase One of the Sport Focus School Programme, eight schools with the 

requisite specialized, code specific sport and residential infrastructure as per the 

national Sport Focus Schools Framework were identified and accredited by a 

Task Team with representatives from federations, high performance institute, 

Provincial Academy and the Department.  

The accredited Sport Focus Schools are;  

 Maritzburg Boys College (basketball, cricket, hockey, rugby) 

 Durban Boys High School (basketball) 

 Glenwood Boys High Schools (athletics, hockey, rugby, football) 

 PMB Girls High School (athletics, basketball, hockey, netball) 

 Dundee High School (athletics) 

 Newcastle High School (netball, football) 

 Eshowe High School (hockey, rugby, tennis, netball) 

 Westville Boys High School (swimming, volleyball, cricket) 

Of the eight accredited schools, 4 cater for boys only, while 3 schools are 

combined schools and 1 caters for girls only.  All the schools have signed service 

level agreements with the Department and have received training in scientific 

and nutritional support from the National Training Centre. They have also 

received appropriate gym equipment, nutritional supplements and a High 

Performance and Scientific Testing Toolkit to enhance their capacity to deliver 

this programme.  

The Department has also identified a second tier of schools which will be fast-

tracked in 2016/17 to become Sport Focus Schools.  

Amongst these are Masibonisane High School (Zululand), Ohlange High School 

(Inanda), Adams College, Howick High School and Mount Currie (Kokstad).  

Phase Two will see the inclusion of additional schools, with a focus on sport for 

people with disabilities and more schools that cater for girls.   

 

Revival of Boxing 

Madam Speaker,  
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Last year I committed to improve the coordination of boxing activities in the 

Province through the production of the Provincial Boxing Plan in consultation 

with stakeholders. I had also committed to put plans in place to stage a 

Provincial Boxing Tournament that would be inclusive of an Open Style Boxing 

Championship to identify and nurture talent; and a Professional Card in which a 

number of titles would be contested.  

I am pleased to report that this commitment has been fulfilled.   

In June last year, the Department supported the staging of the Hurricane Cutter 

Boxing Tournament in Ilembe District.  

As a tribute to Phindile Mwelase who passed away tragically in the ring in 2014, 

the Starline Boxing Tournament was held in Ladysmith in August last year.  

In partnership with KZN Promoters and KZN Olympic Style boxing, the KZN 

Provincial Boxing Tournament was held in June 2015 in eThekwini at the Olive 

Convention Centre. We also hosted the WBC Cruiserweight elimination 

Tournament at the Durban ICC on 16 May 2015 where KZN’s Thabiso Mchunu 

lost the main fight to Ilunga Makabu in 11th round of a pulsating encounter. The 

fight was broadcast live on Supersport.  

In December last year, the Department staged the IBO Flyweight Boxing 

Tournament at the Olive Convention which saw KZN’s IBO Flyweight Champion 

Moruti Mthalane defend his title for the second time against Renz Rosia from 

the Phillipines. 

As part of the implementation of the Boxing Plan this year, the Department will 

focus on strengthening partnerships amongst all stakeholders in boxing, 

including trainers, promoters, sponsors and boxers. The Department will also 

endeavour to make boxing a sport of choice for youth in KZN.   

A key strategic priority of the Department is the promotion of female boxing. 

Equal participation opportunities for male and female boxing athletes will be 

provided. The Provincial Academies Programme will create more opportunities 

to attract and develop female boxers. In line with the National Coach 

Development Framework and the Long Term Athlete Development Programme 
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all spheres of Government, Federations and Boxing Clubs will work collectively 

to deliver structured boxing programmes and resources to communities.  

Open Style and Professional Boxers will benefit from the Department’s Elite 

Athlete Development Programme where they will receive scientific and medical 

support in preparation for their tournaments, as well as for international 

competition.  

This year the funding allocated to the KZN Open Style / Amateur Boxing will be 

increased as we recognize that this code has the potential to win medals in the 

Commonwealth Games and the Olympic Games.   

We would like to congratulate all our boxers who participated in the National 

Youth and Junior Championship in Welkom last year for being the first overall 

winners of the tournament. The KZN team also came second at the Elite Boxing 

Championships in Grahamstown last year. They went on to finish second in the 

National Youth Championship in Cape Town in March this year. 

 

Infrastructure Development  

Madam Speaker,  

The Department will continue to deliver on the infrastructure mandate as 

outlined in the NDP: there should be the provision of adequate sport and 

recreation facilities for the majority of the population to exercise and play sport; 

these must be continuously maintained.  

The NDP also prioritizes infrastructure development in schools for at least two 

sport codes and the construction of community outdoor gyms. Infrastructure 

delivery is a cornerstone in transformation of and access to sport and recreation.  

In 2016/17 the Department commits to implement the following infrastructure 

projects: 

 33 children’s play gyms – 3 per district - and 11 Health and Fitness Parks will 

be established to promote disciplined engagement in physical activity and 

exercise. The implementation of the Health and Fitness Parks (Outdoor 
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Gyms) will see clusters of traditional fitness equipment from elliptical 

machines to leg press and sit-up benches being installed in parks and open 

spaces – targeting poor and rural communities that may not have access to 

fitness facilities.  

 11 Combination courts will be built. Combination courts are multi-purpose 

courts constructed in schools and have the necessary structure and markings 

to cater for netball, basketball and volleyball. These courts can also be 

adapted to cater for tennis.  

 A further 8 Sport fields will be built this year to enable participation in team 

sport.  

The Department has allocated a budget of R2 million for the maintenance of 

facilities and the appointment of 26 caretakers through the transfer of grants to 

municipalities. This will bring the total number of caretakers (facility managers) 

to 130 that the Department has employed over a 5 year-period up to the end of 

the 2016/17 MTEF. 

Ndumo Sport Complex: The Department has completed the construction and 

upgrading of the Ndumo Sport Complex in the Jozini Local Municipality which 

was identified as a catalytic project by Provincial Executive Council. A total 

budget allocation of R8.9 million was invested in the three phases of 

construction. The facility is a multi-purpose sports complex that consists of a 

main soccer field, 2 practice soccer fields, an 8-lane grass athletics track with 

kerbing, change-rooms, a grandstand and a canopy, an upgraded tennis court,  

a combination court for netball and basketball as well as an outdoor gym.  

 

 

 

Madam Speaker, 

The budget allocated to the Department to address the sport infrastructure 

backlog must be complemented by the Municipal Infrastructure Grant (MIG) 

ring fenced for the building of sport and recreation facilities. The Department 
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will continue to engage Municipalities to utilize the 15% of the MIG allocation 

for the construction and maintenance of sport and recreation facilities.  

In the 2016/17 financial year Sport and Recreation South Africa (SRSA) allocated 

R45 million from the MIG funding to KZN that has been ring-fenced for sport 

development. The three Municipalities in the Province that have benefited are 

Pongolo, Richmond and Greater Kokstad. Each of the three identified 

municipalities will receive R15 million. This process will now pave the way for 

greater allocation for infrastructure development in municipalities.  

Social Cohesion 

Honourable Members, 

The NDP 2030 reminds us that the values that define us as South Africans are 

vitally important in uniting the country to work towards a shared national 

identity. Sport provides South Africans with a common space to learn and 

practice tolerance, respect and discipline, as integral components of a healthy 

lifestyle. 

 The Department’s sport and recreation programmes are important 

interventions that assist communities to achieve higher levels of social 

integration.  

KwaZulu-Natal continues to excel in the Indigenous Games that serves as the 

catalyst to celebrate the unity in diversity of our Province. The Department 

supported the establishment of the KwaZulu-Natal Indigenous Games Council, 

which has assisted in tracing the indigenous games of all sectors of the 

population to foster social inclusion and promote communal health and well-

being.  

The funding that is transferred to the Council is used to improve its 

administration and to capacitate the district structures.  

Further funding is allocated to deliver on the Indigenous Games league 

programme that is coordinated and delivered at District, Provincial and National 

levels. An amount of R6,5million is allocated towards this sector. 
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KZN continues to impress with its outstanding performance at the National 

Indigenous Games Championships and in 2015 won first place in the country for 

the fourth consecutive year. Team KZN Dibeke was also nominated in the SA 

Sport Awards and won in the category of Best Indigenous Games team. 

Madam Speaker,  

In his address at the National Human Rights Day commemoration in Durban on 

21 March 2016, His Excellency, President Jacob Zuma highlighted the scourge of 

racism that still confronts our country, 22 years into our democracy. The 

President said: 

“We are aware of the fact that government cannot legislate against racist beliefs 

and prejudice. Solutions will require the consciousness and willingness of those 

who harbour such harmful beliefs to educate themselves about human rights 

and equality. They need to assist themselves to understand that those who look 

different from them, are not inferior. It also requires that we educate our 

schoolchildren and the youth about the non-racial society we are building. 

Government has begun programmes of promoting patriotism and a national 

identity already amongst our children. Symbols such as the national anthem, the 

national flag and the preamble to the Constitution are being promoted in 

schools.” 

As part of our contribution to drive social cohesion the Department has 

successfully delivered the National Youth Camp programme since 2012, for 

youth between the ages of 15-23 across religious, race, ethnic, class and gender 

groups.  More than 1,000 youth (Trailblazers) have benefited from this 

programme since its inception. 

 

The programme offers an enabling and safe environment for youth to engage 

with issues of nation building, leadership and social cohesion within a shared 

space. It also provides an opportunity for youth to engage in honest inter-

cultural dialogues that bridge religious, cultural, racial and ethnic barriers; and 

at the same time it facilitates personal development through training in life skills 

and sport. 
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It offers an opportunity for youth to get to know each other and stimulates the 

beginnings of life-long relationships that serve as a foundation in the 

development of a non-racial, diverse and yet united society.  

Madam Speaker,  

Forty years ago on the 16th of June 1976 thousands of students from Soweto 

embarked on a series of protests that spread countrywide and profoundly 

changed the socio-political landscape of South Africa, thus giving impetus to the 

struggle against apartheid. 

KwaZulu-Natal Province strives to create a platform for the current generation 

of youth to craft their own narrative as they address the challenges that 

presently confront their communities and the country. This year a total of 250 

youth, recruited throughout the 11 districts from war-rooms, youth and 

community structures, schools and NGO’s will participate in the leadership and 

development programmes offered by the Youth Camps.  

Honourable Members 

Disability Sport is a priority. The Department allocates funding for the promotion 

and development of disability sport through the respective federations and 

DISSA-KZN, which is the recognized structure that co-ordinates and funds 

disability sport in the Province.  

Talented athletes, identified through programmes for athletes with a disability, 

are nurtured through the Department’s Elite Athlete Development Programme 

(EADP). Seven athletes are successfully competing nationally and 

internationally.  

They are:  

 Kevin Paul (Swimming, World Champion and Rio 2016 Paralympic 

qualifier) 

 Tyrone Pillay (Athletics, African Champion and Rio 2016 Paralympic 

qualifier) 

 Jennifer Higgins (Swimming, World Champion)  
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 Smisokuhle Mntungwa (Judo, selected for 2016 World Championships) 

 Sipho Mjoko (Swimming, bronze medal at Ecuador Global Games) 

 Sebastian Crawford (Triathlon, 4th Internationally in World Para-triathlon 

2016)  

 Nonsindiso Zungu (Wheelchair basketball, part of SA team for the African 

Wheelchair Basketball Championship in Algeria) 

In 2016/17 the Department has allocated R4.1 million for athletes with 

disability.  The School Sport programme includes learners with disability. In the 

National Championships in Pretoria in December 2015 our teams performed 

exceptionally well winning gold in four categories.  

Women in sport 

Madam Speaker, 

At District Level the Department continues to facilitate Women in Sport 

dialogues that provide direction for district programmes. In addition, this year’s 

Youth Camps at District level will focus primarily on identifying young women 

for leadership training.  

In March during International Women’s Month, KwaZulu-Natal hosted an All 

Women Boxing International Tournament at the Olive Convention Centre, under 

the International Women’s Day theme: “Planet 50-50 by 2030: Step It Up for 

Gender Equality”.   

This was a first for KZN. All seven bouts involved female boxers, promoters and 

technical officials. The tournament was broadcast live on SABC2, and received 

coverage on numerous radio platforms.  

This was done in partnership with SRSA, Boxing South Africa and EThekwini. 

Included in the programme was a skills workshop for women in boxing. 

Commonwealth Games 

Madam Speaker, 
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The hosting and support for major sport events allows for direct and ongoing 

interaction across race, gender, disability and class, as it was demonstrated 

during the 2010 Soccer World Cup.   

The Commonwealth Games is a unique, world class, multi-sports event which is 

held once every four years. Durban, with its world-class facilities, beautiful 

sunshine and surf, and outstanding accommodation and venues, was successful 

in the bid to host the 2022 Commonwealth Games. The hosting of the Games is 

a fully integrated part of the KZN   strategic vision to build the profile of the 

Province and the City of Durban as a world-class sports destination that will 

generate significant economic benefits for the region.  

This is the first time that Africa will host the multi-coded Commonwealth Games. 

Held under the theme “Durban Ready to Inspire,” the event provides an 

opportunity to showcase the values, beliefs and rich cultural heritage that 

underpins the African narrative. The inspiration is for young people to seize the 

opportunity that the mega event provides to shape their destiny.  

The economic benefit for the country, the Province and the City is estimated to 

be R12 billion, in direct expenditure that will be generated through tourism. The 

2022 Commonwealth Games is also expected to deliver up to R20 billion in 

output to the economy, translating into an additional R11 billion in GDP growth.  

We are now waiting for the National Government to outline the funding model 

for this project as it will be implemented jointly by national and provincial 

governments as well as the eThekwini Municipality.   

 

 

Madam Speaker, 

In the run up to the Games, the Department will focus on sustainable sport 

development and capacity building programmes conducted with sport 

federations and aimed at increasing the skill levels amongst coaches, 

administrators, volunteers and technical officials/referees.   
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The Department has already facilitated the delivery of accredited training 

programmes in event management, life skills, first aid and code specific training 

areas with 3,580 youth, officials, coaches and educators in 2015/16.   

In 2016/17 the Department will offer further accredited training programmes 

and is in the process of identifying a Higher Learning Institute to deliver training 

in line with the National Coaching Framework in partnership with sport 

federations.  

A database of all trained volunteers, administrators, coaches and technical 

officials is maintained by the Department to have a readily available cohort of 

skilled volunteers to support in the delivery of major sport and recreation 

events. 

Honourable Members, 

Our Department, together with our stakeholder, is ready to deliver another year 

of sport and recreation programme to the people of KwaZulu-Natal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2016/17 BUDGET 

Madam Speaker,  

Please allow me to table the Budget of the Department of Sport and Recreation 

for the 2016/17 Financial Year as follows: 
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Programme 1:  Administration – R83,462 million. 

Programme 2:  Sport and Recreation – R343,017 million  

Total Budget:  R426,479 million 

Budget sacrificed as a result of reductions imposed by Treasury: R37,106 

million  

CONCLUSION 

Let me take this opportunity to thank our stakeholders who are central to the 

delivery of sport and recreation services in the province.  

My special appreciation goes to the Honourable Premier for his continued 

support and guidance.  

My gratitude is also extended to the Portfolio Committee on Sport and 

Recreation under the leadership of Hon Dlungwane for playing an effective 

oversight role to the Department.  

I also want to thank the HOD and the staff of the Department of Sport and 

Recreation who are at the coalface of service delivery.   

Most importantly, I would like to thank the African National Congress for the 

confidence it has shown in me to lead this Department. 

And finally, I want to thank my family for continuing to be my pillar of strength. 

I thank you 
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